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30 Year History of Washington’s 
Clean Vessel Act Program

• 1992 – Congress passes Clean Vessel Act (CVA), 
establishing a national grant program for recreational 
boat sewage collection infrastructure

• 1994 – Governor designates Washington State Parks as 
the administering agency for the state’s CVA Program

• 2024 – 140+ CVA funded boat sewage disposal facilities 
& vessels statewide!  



What Do We Fund?

Construction, renovation, operation 
and maintenance of:
• Pumpout stations

• Marine dump stations

• Pumpout barges

• Floating restrooms 

• Pumpout boats

FOR RECREATIONAL BOATS ONLY





Our CVA Reach is Statewide...But We Can Do More!



1. Fort Flagler – Mystery Bay 
2. Jarrell Cove
3. Twanoh
4. Deception Pass – Cornet Bay
5. Stuart Island – Reid Harbor
6. Beacon Rock 
7. Sucia Island – Coming 2025!
8. Kopachuck – Cutts Island – In the works
9. Blake Island – Closed
10. Penrose Point – Closed

CVA Supported Facilities 
at State Parks



Why Parks Needs Pumpouts 



Puget Sound is a No Discharge Zone (NDZ)
The No Discharge Zone (NDZ) includes all 

Washington marine waters east of New Dungeness 
Lighthouse, at the east end of the Strait of Juan de 
Fuca, plus Lake Washington, Lake Union, and the 

waters that connect them to Puget Sound.



Sec 3053 - Enhancement of Puget Sound Pump Out Facilities 
The appropriation in this section is subject to the following conditions 
and limitations:

(1) $500,000 of the state building construction account—state 
appropriation is provided solely for conducting a needs 
assessment of recreational marine pump out facilities in Puget 
Sound with the goal of identifying areas underserviced by the 
current infrastructure and new projects that will help meet the 
Puget Sound no discharge zone and prevent vessels from 
discharging sewage directly into Puget Sound.  

(2) $500,000 of the state building construction account—state 
appropriation is provided solely to assist facilities that might 
otherwise experience hardship paying the federal matching 
requirements for projects funded under the United States Fish and 
Wildlife Service Clean Vessel Act Program. 

MORE FUNDING &
NEW OPPORTUNITIES



Our Impact



THANK YOU!

Catherine Buchalski Smith

(360) 480-9842

Catherine.BuchalskiSmith@parks.wa.gov
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