September 29, 2014
Washington State Parks and Recreation Commission
Attention: Randy Kline, Environmental Program Manager
PO Box 42650
Olympia, WA 98504-2650
Washington State Department of Natural Resources
PO Box 47000
1111 Washington Street SE
Olympia, WA 98504-7000
Governor Jay Inslee
Office of the Governor
P.O. Box 40002
Olympia, WA 98504-0002
Subject: Comment Letter: 2014 Mount Spokane Draft Environmental Impact Statement
Members of the Washington State Government:

Please consider the following comments with regard to the Mount Spokane Land
Classification that will take place in the latter part of 2014 or early 2015. This comment letter
addresses two specific insufficiencies of the 2014 Mount Spokane Draft Environmental Impact
Statement. It also identifies the duty of the Washington State Department of Natural Resources
to designate Mount Spokane as a natural area, pursuant to the powers promulgated by
Washington State legislation to the DNR at 79.70 RCW and 79.71 RCW, and subsequently
carried out through 332-60 WAC. Accordingly, the Department of Natural Resources should
exercise its authority and designate Mount Spokane as a natural area.
Mount Spokane’s Old Growth Forest Must Be Preserved
Though the definition of what “old growth” means varies nationally from jurisdiction to
jurisdiction, at the core, “old growth forests” are simply defined as “the presence of large, old
trees.”1 Washington State has defined “old-growth” as “containing trees of over ninety years and
other unusual ecosystems as natural forests or natural areas, which may also be used for
interpretive purposes.”2 Within the Mount Spokane PASEA Draft Environmental Impact
Statement, “potential old growth forest or forests approaching old growth conditions” are noted
and the elimination of this forest allowed as part of the alternatives for expansion.”3 Yet, the
DEIS clearly indicates that there is in fact old growth forest throughout the PASEA, and not
simply “potential old growth” forests.4 The DEIS identifies that 88 percent of the trees sampled
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within the PASEA “fell within the age range of 90 to 149 years, with the peak range being between 110

and 129 years (40.7 percent).” Given the unique and intact nature of the forest cover upon the west side of
Mount Spokane, there is no doubt that this area is part of a larger old-growth forest.

In 1981, Washington State established the Washington Natural Heritage Program
(WNHP) with the core function of identifying species and ecosystems that the Department of
Natural Resources (DNR) should prioritize for conservation. The WNHP advises the
Department of Natural Resources, Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife, and the
Washington State Parks Department regarding implementation of the Natural Area Preserves
Act. The WNHP has stated
One of the greatest values of Mount Spokane State Park is its large size and low
level of fragmentation of forests within its boundaries. Those mostly
unfragmented forests extend from the southern tip of the park north along the
westerly slopes of Mount Spokane to forests off the park to the northeast. The
northwest slope of Mount Spokane (the ski expansion area) is part of the largest,
least fragmented forest habitat in the Park and connects the park forests on the
south to forests on and off the park to the north.
Mount Spokane Park appears not only to be the largest, least fragmented forest
landscape locally but inspection of aerial photography in Washington and Idaho
reveals that similarly sized and continuous forest areas do not occur within a 20 to
30 mile radius. The aerial photograph below illustrates the size and continuity of
the park’s forests in the surrounding patchwork landscape.
The forest vegetation communities composing the Blanchard Creek Natural
Forest are representative of the subalpine and mid-montane forests of the
Northern Rocky Mountains. Although these communities maybe relatively
common, their occurrence in a continuous forest block in a natural,
unmanipulated condition is an uncommon quality. The area warrants special
recognition and attention so that in continues to add to the diversity of the park as
an important natural destination in Washington. The Washington Natural Heritage
Programs strongly recommends that any ski area expansion be limited to the east
side of Mt Spokane and the Blanchard Creek Natural Forest on the west remain
intact and not be developed.5
There is no remaining doubt that Mount Spokane qualifies for and should be designated as a
natural area. The Draft Environmental Impact Statement, even as written, confirms this fact
through its discussion about the flora, fauna, aesthetics, and quality of the currently unaffected
Mount Spokane west face.
The Washington State Environmental Policy Act Also Controls the Mount Spokane PASEA
Within the Draft Environmental Impact Statement, there is no mention of the specific manner

in which the impacts upon Mount Spokane will be mitigated, as required by the Washington
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State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA).6 The absence of such mitigation is grounds for denial
of any governmental action granting the PASEA to be converted into a developed ski area.7
Mount Spokane Should Be Designated A Natural Area as a Matter of Law
The legislative intention of the Natural Area Preserves Act (NAPA), 79.70 RCW and the
Natural Resource Conservation Areas Act (NRCAA), 79.71 RCW is stated within the act’s
respective legislative findings:
Chapter 79.70 RCW - NATURAL AREA PRESERVES
79.70.010 - Purpose.
The purpose of this chapter is to establish a state system of natural area preserves
and a means whereby the preservation of these aquatic and land areas can be
accomplished.
All areas within the state, except those which are expressly dedicated by
law for preservation and protection in their natural condition, are subject to
alteration by human activity. Natural lands, together with the plants and animals
living thereon in natural ecological systems, are valuable for the purposes of
scientific research, teaching, as habitats of rare and vanishing species, as places of
natural historic and natural interest and scenic beauty, and as living museums of
the original heritage of the state.
It is, therefore, the public policy of the state of Washington to secure for
the people of present and future generations the benefit of an enduring resource of
natural areas by establishing a system of natural area preserves, and to provide for
the protection of these natural areas.
Chapter 79.71 RCW - WASHINGTON NATURAL RESOURCES
CONSERVATION AREAS
79.71.010 - Legislative findings.
The legislature finds that: (1) There is an increasing and continuing need by the
people of Washington for certain areas of the state to be conserved, in rural as
well as urban settings, for the benefit of present and future generations; (2) such
areas are worthy of conservation for their outstanding scenic and ecological
values and provide opportunities for low-impact public use; (3) in certain cases
acquisition of property or rights in property is necessary to protect these areas for
public purposes; and (4) there is a need for a state agency to act in an effective
and timely manner to acquire interests in such areas and to develop appropriate
management strategies for conservation purposes.
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The Department of Natural Resources is tasked with the responsibility of identification
and management of Washington State’s valuable ecosystem. Mount Spokane has already
had a Classification and Management Planning (CAMP) process conducted in
anticipation of State Parks’ and the DNR’s natural area management planning process.8
In determining what regions of Washington State are subject to conservation and may be
designated as natural areas, the Department of Natural Resources must comply with
RCW 79.71.020:
The Department of Natural Resources identifies its responsibility regarding conservation on its
website as follows:
Natural resources conservation areas (RCW 79.71) include lands with a high
priority for conservation that may be threatened with conversion to other land
uses, and they include critical wildlife habitat, prime geological and scenic
features, native ecological communities, or environmentally significant
ecosystems. NRCAs offer opportunities for outdoor environmental education,
scientific research and appropriate low-impact public uses consistent with overall
conservation goals.9
Washington State legislature identified the type of land that will be considered for conservation
purposes as:
79.71.020 - Characteristics of lands considered for conservation purposes.
Lands possessing the following characteristics are considered by the legislature to
be worthy of consideration for conservation purposes:
(1) Lands identified as having high priority for conservation, natural systems,
wildlife, and low-impact public use values;
(2) An area of land or water, or land and water, that has flora, fauna,
geological, archaeological, scenic, or similar features of critical importance to the
people of Washington and that has retained to some degree or has reestablished its
natural character;
(3) Examples of native ecological communities; and
(4) Environmentally significant sites threatened with conversion to
incompatible or ecologically irreversible uses.
Combined with years of input from the Department of Natural Resources, the Parks Department,
the Department of Fish and Wildlife, the Washington Natural Heritage Program, thousands of
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Spokane and Washington State citizens, and the Draft Environmental Impact Statement itself,
Mount Spokane is primed for its natural area designation.
Whether the PASEA would be a great area for a ski resort or not is a moot point.
Washington State law clearly identifies that Mount Spokane is worthy of preservation. The
Washington State Department of Natural Resources has a legal duty to protect Mount Spokane
from future ecological degradation and destruction. Accordingly, on behalf of myself and the
community of Spokane request that the PASEA be designated as a natural area and preserved
accordingly.
Sincerely,

By signing this Petition, you are stating that you support Mt. Spokane Ski and Snowboard Park’s plans
for:
Adding ski runs and lift on the “Backside”.
This petition will be sent to the Washington State Parks and Recreation Commission.
538 signatures

